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Working in Colors

Lexmark C500n Color Laser Printer

The Lewenark C500n is a single function, multi-pass,
color laser printer desigried for SOHCs and small
warkgroups. At a whopping 2%k, its wise not to
atrernpt lifting it out of the box all by yourself - an
el pair of hanes is recommended. And make suse
to have enough space allocated for the prirter befone
hand - at 385 x 480 x 420mm you will need
considerable clearances tboth height and depth).
The setup process frorm then on is preiy
straightfonaard, anc that includes rermeoving a few
pratective tapes and foam, loading the toner
cartridges via the easily accessible frant panel
(remermber o give thern a good shake], connecting
up the cables, and installing the software from the
burdled C0 Like most laser printers, the C500n
comes bursiled with kower capacity toner cartridges.
In this case, both the Black and color ones kst abaut
1000 pages eachizes specs tabla abowve for other
supplies mailable).

Round the back of the printer you can find a LISE 2.0
port and an Ethernet port. For power source, the
camman 3:pin plug is the interface used. &
thaughtful inclhusion in the bo is a netwark extension
cable (about 0.5m in length). This is useful if vour
reetwork cabile is not lang encugh to each the back
of the printer, ar il wou are setting up the printes in
a tight space whera it's difficult 1o reach for the
Ethermit port, In terms of paper handling, the C500m
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comes with a 250-sheet, publout paper tay kocated
right at the bottam, For those with high wolume
printing needs, an optional 530-sheet tray can be
purchased andd it goes right belo the 250-sheet
tray — thus bringing the total possible capacity 1o
780 sheers. The printer comes standard with G4ME
Fabd, and is not upgradeable. There's no duplexer
incheded, which means that double-sided printing
will require you to fiip over the papers manually, AL
thie top of the prnter sits 2 simple control panel with
a total of six buttons {the wsual start, cancel and
navigation buttons) and a two-line monochome
L0 Cne mimor gripe we hiave is that this LCD panel
is et backlit,

The 5000 claims a printing speed of 31ppm for
black ard Bppn for colon The slower color printing
speed i a telltale sign that color is printed an-the
paper on separate passes, Dur benchimarks shoneed
that the printer i indeed a spead demaon wharn it
cormes 10 black and white printing. We achieved a
speed of about 35ppm - abiove what Lexmark has
claimed. For color, we timed a speed of about 8.5pom.
Cuality-wise, text output was inline with what we
have came o expect Trom a quality laser printer:
good definition, sharp, and full-bodied, It wasn the
best we've seen from a laser prirter, but itwas
definitely not far behird some of these high-end
micdels. Colar perfarmance was cammendatle oo,
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bt was niothing much to shout abaut, Sl its good
enaugh or the oocasional printing of color brochunes
and nessletters, Coe thineg we noticed was that our
color photos turned out with a heawy magenta cast
when we chose ‘Photographs™as the color mode in
the driver settirgs. This was easily remecdied when

we picked the ™o color adjustment” option instead.

If you print mainly in monochieme, the C500n s a
fantastic chokce, 18 meay nol be awvery (st color printer,
bt at Sppmn, we woukdn't say it's teribly slow sither.
Aned rermember, this printer is network-ready, 5o at
SSEIT we reckon iUs quite a steal,

SPECIFICATIONS
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Print Resohtion: 1200 608 dpi Talak aed osbai

First Page Du (frem Raayl: 11 5o heack), 13 sec [naba]

Fapar Handling: Standard: 350 shees cutpul bin, 250-sheet inpal by Dptional:
430sheel diawer

Prooessar: kN2

Memary: fAME [slandard and masmun|

Intorface: Eshemet 100 S00Rase T (RI-45), LGE 13

FPrint Langmages hest-bated peinling

S Supported: Wintows 2000, XF, Sereer 805 Mar [ X 5.

Duty Cypdia: 35,200 pne-bime madreum pages pet masth

Supplies Yield: 1,500-page color terer cantridges [CNY], 2, 500-page Bladk waer
cartiidge: Shipd with 1,800-page Black and oslar staner toner cantridges, optional
3/000-page color bigh viekd toner canirieges JOMY] and 5,000 page biack high yidld
1ener carteidge

Heaustics: %3 dBA faperating], 41 4BE {idk]

Dimendiord: 165 5 480 ¢ 420mm

Weight: 15
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Physique: 8.5
Features: 7.5

Print Speed: 9.0 8 5

Print Quality: 8.5 L

Value: 8.5 Out of 10
It's a tad noisy during

operation - thankfully, [\ di/
it prints fast. The ability |wa:
to printin color is just | s
icing on the cake. e




